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Today’s Agenda
1. Define Essential Early Literacy Skills

2. Discuss using data assessment to deliver intentional 
instruction 

3. Explore & discuss teacher supports for
planning & lesson delivery of Early Literacy skills.

4. Explore and discuss family supports.



Ohio's Plan to Raise 
Literacy 

Achievement

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topic
s/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Ohios-Plan-to-Rai
se-Literacy-Achievement.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US











The next 4 slides show an example of an explicit phonics lesson.  West Virginia Phonics is a free resource that contains a 
complete lesson plan with connected text.  The needs of your  students will determine where you begin with the lessons. 
These lessons can be delivered in either a virtual or on-campus setting.

Follow these steps to gain FREE access to West Virginia Phonics:

https://www.tools4reading.com/ 
Find this tab at top of 

page to create an 
account

Now you 
will have 
access to 
ALL these 
tools!











Phonemic Awareness Phonics

The main focus is on sounds/phonemes  Main focus is on graphemes/letters and   
      their corresponding sounds

Deals with spoken language  Deals with written language/print

Lessons are auditory  Both visual and auditory

Students work with manipulating sounds and sounds 
in words

Students work with reading and writing letters 
according to their sounds, spelling patterns, and 
phonological structure

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics are Different:

Phonemic awareness training provides the foundation on which phonics instruction is built.

Thus, children need solid phonemic awareness training for phonics instruction to be effective. 
                    
                                                                                                                                                                                    (Blevins, 42)









Comprehension
❖ Reading comprehension isn’t a set of skills; it’s 

mostly an outgrowth of knowledge and vocabulary. 

❖ An individual doesn’t have a single “reading level.” 
The level will vary with how much she knows about 
the topic. 

❖ The best way to boost comprehension is to build 
students’ knowledge of social studies, science, 
literature, and the arts. 

Natalie Wexler: The Knowledge Gap





The next 10 slides include screenshots of a Read Aloud Lesson from Utah Text Talk Lessons.   These FREE 
lessons provide educators with a resource to accomplish the complex and demanding task of developing 
children’s literacy using read-alouds, including a vocabulary routine & questions to ask while reading to students.  
There are 101 complete Lessons!!

Follow these steps to gain access to Utah Text Talk Lessons

https://digitallibrary.utah.gov/awweb/awarchive?item=28840

This will 
be at the 
bottom of 
page

This will 
open up 
to the 

Lessons







Idea:  Write 
Questions on 
noted page or 

place on a sticky 
note!





Explicit Vocabulary Routine













UFLI Resource Hub
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/lesson-structure/

One more FREE resource from the University of Florida Literacy Institute.  Complete 
Lesson Plans with all 5 Components of Reading.  Schedules, interactive 

manipulatives, videos , and more!  

Use Drop 
Down Menu 
to access all 
Resources



http://www.readingtipsforfamilies.com/



Literacy Resources 
for Educators

https://www.sstr2.org/LiteracySupports_2
019513154429263.aspx

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in
-Ohio/Literacy/Striving-Readers-Comprehens
ive-Literacy-Grant1/2020-Literacy-Academy



1. How do you assess students’ Basic Early Literacy skills in  
each grade level?

2. How do you plan for instruction based on the assessment 
data?  (Hint:  Only focus on tier 1 instruction first.)

3. How are you explicitly teaching each of these skills?
4. How are you measuring student mastery of these skills?
5. How do you differentiate?
6. Are you diagnostic and prescriptive for interventions?

Questions to guide conversations with your colleagues.  



Thank you for joining 
me today.
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